is how much 

Property 

prices have 
risen in the Tokyo region during 
2013. This trend is even more 
marked in the capital with a rise of 
39.2% since last year. A sure sign of 
economic recovery. 
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IN THE EYE OF ERIC RECHSTEINER 


Tokyo, Shibuya District 


"What a ride!” The Japanese love cars. Since the 1960s and the “My Car” phenomenon, they pamper 
their vehicles and enjoy taking them out for a spin from time to time. The only catch - is parking. Even 
just popping to the local shopping centre, it can take hours to find a spot. At home there are less problems, 
although parking spaces are still sometimes difficult to come by. 


ECONOMY Japan gives 
China the cold shoulder 


The slowing down of China's economic 
growth, as well as difficult diplomatic 
relations between both countries are 
affecting Japanese continental 
investments. During the first three 
months of 2013 these shrank by 47.2% 
compared to the same time last year. 
Japan is now looksing towards the 
more welcoming countries of Southeast 
Asia. 


enercy The discrete 
return of nuclear power 
The idea of phasing out nuclear 
energy advocated by the Democratic 
Party after the Fukushima accident is 
now a thing of the past. Abe's 
government has drafted a new energy 
policy, at the heart of which nuclear 
energy has an “important” place. This 
decision should speed up some nuclear 
reactors being brought back into 
service. 
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seRES Information to help recovery 


Well aware of the need to provide better 
information, Ishinomaki Hibi Shimbun 
is expanding its services. 


Jo celebrate it’s 100th birthday in 2012, 
our newspaper, the Ishinomaki Hibi Shim- 


bun, opened a “Liaison Station” (kizuna 
nocki) in Ishinomaki’s Chuo district. Three years 
to the day after the earthquake we launched Ndac- 
cha, a monthly newspaper devoted to local news, 
and have been delivering 50,000 issues per month 
to homes in the city free of charge Ishinomaki 
homes. Now that the finishing touches to the re- 
building process are being completed and the 
region is entering a new phase of recovery, the 
newspaper's goal is to deliver a rich and diverse 
selection of news. 
Our “Liaison Station” is located at the junction 
between two large roads, Aitopiaori and Hashidori, 
in the former Hoshino Box Pia building. On the 
ground floor you can find the news desks, which 
we've called “Ishinomaki NE e", and above, 
on the first floor, is the Resilience Bar, which is 
meant to feel like a communal lounge. "Resi 
is a key word for the people of Ishinomaki, wi 
implies a real opportunity for change. In other 
words, the aim of this facil 
newal and development for the whole region. 
Inside NEWSée’s rooms, photos and documents 
that have been conserved for a century are exhibited 
forall to see. Books, archives on local history and 
photos of the region taken justafter the earthquake 
are on display, as well as newspapers that were 
hand-written the day after the earthquake, when 
the rotaries stopped working, These were displayed 
on walls, and distributed in the refugee camps for 
6 days after the tragedy. 
A workspace has also been equipped asa newsroom 
to welcome the next generation of budding jour- 
nalists who are in charge of a children’s edition of 
the paper that is published by Kids Media Station, 
Takeuchi Hiroyuki, the manager of Liaison Station 
and Ishinomaki Hibi Shimbun's executive director, 


h—t 3 —J—F | | 


In the months following the earthquake on the 
th of March 2011, Ishinomaki Hibi Shimbun’s 
team posted a handwritten message on the front 
window of its office, which read: Ganbaro Ishi- 
nomaki (Let's be brave, Ishinomaki). Three years 
later, a new handwritten message has taken its 
place: Fukkatsu Ishinomaki (To the Rebirth of Ishi- 
nomaki). It is a message of hope. If you wish to 
help this newspaper, you can subscribe to the 
electronic version for 1,000 yen (£6) per month: 
https: ediastand, 10120.do?co 
mmand=enterd&mediald=2301 


y is to bea place ofre- 


The "Liaison Station” is a place for residents to talk and exchange memories. 


assures us that “Our duty here is to hand over 
Ishinimaki’s’s history and culture to posterity, a 
history which we ourselves inherited from our 
ancestors. In his eyes, there is no doubt; the future 
for this region that is till undergoing reconstruction 
isclear and obvious. 

The earthquake has completely disrupted local 
life. Small shops and restaurants on the coast had 
to move further inland and many people have no 
idea where their favourite shops have been relocated. 
One reason that Ndaccha was created was to res- 
pond to many of these queries from the disrupted 
population, As its motto states, the intent of the 
magazine is to "restore the ties between people, 
shops and neighbourhoods”, The magazine includes 
special features on the history, culture and leadi 
figures of the region, with many seasonal articles 
as well as coverage of local school activities. On 
top of this you can also find information on local 
businesses such as restaurants, hairdressers and 


estate agents inside its pages and sometimes even 
special offers or gift coupons. As the newspaper 
wants to feature the real people who live in the 
region, it is illustrated with many photos of 
children glowing with good health. 


In its first issue, the focus is on a special feature 


concerning the importance of the mascots for the 


town’s three districts. It is well known that in 
recent years many of Japan's local councils try 
hard to acquire their own particular mascot in 
order to attract the public’s attention and arouse 
enthusiasm. Kumamon is one such example, a 
mascot that helped give a new and livelier image 
to the Kumamoto region of southern Kyushu. 
Another article is about school activities and high- 
lights The Peanuts, a famous group of cheerleaders 
from Kobunkan High-school, Several other pages 


The first issue of Ndaccha was delivered to 
50,000 homes in the town. 


are dedicated to the festivals that take place all 
through the spring season. One can also find all 
sorts of information on various subjects, even 
cake recipes. 

Published in an A4 format with 32 pages in 
colour, the new monthly newspaper will appear 
on the 20th of each month. Relying on a system 
of direct distribution, it will be delivered to 50,000 
homes and businesses in the city itself, and a total 
of 78,000 if you include the refugee families in 
the old part of Ishinomaki and the towns of Hi- 
gashi-Matsushima and Onagawa. For businesses 
and shopkeepers, this medium offers an ideal and 
efficient means of advertising to a large, captive 
audience. It is all the more important that they 
remain in good health as the recovery of the region 
as a whole depends on their economic stability. 
After the earthquake struck, we understood that 
information was as essential as food. For this 
reason, Ishinomaki Hibi Shimbun is dedicated to 
using all means possible to keep residents widely 
informed. Ormi SHUN 
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Portraits of soldiers who died in combat, on the walls of the Yushukan Museum in the heart of the Yasukuni Shrine. 


Which version of history ? 


A visit to Yasukuni Shrine and 
re declarations means that the 
ases to create waves. 


provoc: 


past never 


n December the 26th last year, Prime 
Minister Abe Shinzo travelled to Yasu- 
kuni Shrine, where the memory of those 


Japanese who died for their country is honoured. 
Amongst them are 14 Class-A war criminals 


fact 


which has once more triggered the wrath of Japan's 
nearest neighbours: the People's Republic of China 
and South Korea. Even the United States expressed 
its “disappointment” following the 
coverage, which added to the enormous tensions 
the region was already experiencing. Whatever the 
Prime Minister and diplomats said to justify their 
presence in this controversial location, the shrine 
symbolises a vision of Japan's history that is different 
from that taught in the rest of the world. Criticism 
of the government for showing such scant regard 
for the past have continued to grow to such an 
extent that the Chinese government, although accu- 
sed ofbchaving aggressively, has succeeded in taking 


tensive media 
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advantage of the opportunity to once 
out Japan's revisionist tendencies. Durin 
trip to Germany, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
asked to visit the Holocaust memorial in Berlin to 
highlight how well the C 
the remembrance of th 


n point 


recent 


Sermans have dealt with 
aggressive militaristic 
past. After a summit meeting on nuclear security 
in The Hague, in the Netherlands, in late March, 
Prime Minister Abe visited Anne Frank's house in 
Amsterdam, bur that did not help extinguish the 
fire he had ignited earlier. In addition to this, some 


close colleagues of his who were recently nominated 
to important positions in NHK, the public broad- 
casting company, issued statements questioning 
the existence of ‘comfort women’ and whether the 
Nanking Massacre perpetrated by the Imperial 
Army actually took place. Rather than distancing 
itself from these allegations, the Japanese govern- 
ment confirmed that it could not condemn such 
remarks made in a personal capacity; a shocking 
attitude that illustrates the prevailing tendency in 
the country over the past few years. Patriotic edu- 
cation has become a priority, so it unlikely that 


those public figures who are tempted to forget the 
past will change their attitude. In the current cli- 
mate of diplom: 


ictensions in Asia, the government 
of Japan is tryingto encourage national pride, and 
The day fol 
lowing the visit to Yasukuni Shrine, the Prime 
Minister's popularity leapt in the opinion polls, At 


this initiative appears to be worki 


The Ere y 
top of the box-office for eight 
being screened, which is quite 

released six months previously. Interest in th 
ind the role of kamikaze pilots is increasing, 
Recently, the mayor of Minami-Kyushuy, 
where pilots were trained for suicide missions, su 
gested thar the letters left by these men should be 
added to the Unesco World Memory Register, 
alongside the Declaration of Human Rights and 
Anne Frank's Diary, registered in 2003 and 2009 
respectively. All this contributes still more to the 
confusion and mixed messages sent out to the rest 
ODAIRA NAmiHEI 


we for a feature film 


ofthe world. 
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MUSEUM A memory failure 


In Tokyo's Yasukuni Shrine, the 
Yushukan Museum reveals its own 
version of the Second World War. 


any countries try to arouse their na- 
tional pride through their military 
cemeteries and museums, bur when 


it comes to glorifying an aggressive past, even to 
the detriment of historical truth, few places do it 
as blatantly and unashamedly as the Yasukuni 
Shrine/Yushukan complex in central Tokyo. At 
first sight it looks like a public park, complete 
with cherry trees and stands selling sweets featuring 
the portrait of the current Prime Minister. Office 
workers, students and couples, both young and 
old, stroll around the peaceful grounds, sometimes 
stopping in front of the shrine’s main hall — ele- 
gantly draped in a white banner sporting the Im- 
perial family crest, the chrysanthemum — long 
enough to say a little prayer. The Yushukan, with 
its white fagade and simple oriental design, stands 
to the right of the main hall. On this particular 
day, a group of very old men is huddled together 
in front of it for a memorial photo. Judging from 
their age, they all must be war veterans. 
Established in 1882, this military museum belongs 
to the shrine itself a fitting match considering 
the millions of people worldwide who have died 
in countless crusades and holy wars through the 
centuries. Before entering the building, we stop 
to admire three monuments: a mother with three 
children, a kamikaze pilot and a tribute to the 
lace Radhabinod Pal, a jurist who represented 
India at the 1946 Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal 
and gained the nationalists’ eternal gratitude 
when he stated that none of the defendants were 
guilty because the idea of a one-sided trial was 
fundamentally unfair. Pal is one of a handful of 
foreigners whom Japan's nationalists — including 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe — like to parade for 
supposedly acknowledging the country’s past in- 
nocenceand good faith. Alas they all conveniently 
forget that Pal had actually condemned the 
Japanese war-time conduct as “devilish and fien- 
dish”, and said that "the evidence is still overw- 
helming that atrocities were perpetrated,” including 
for the Nanking Massacre. 

This “creative” approach to historical documen- 
tation can be found again in the entrance hall 
where, between a Zero fighter plane and a couple 
of big guns, they have managed to squeeze asteam 
locomotive that was used on the infamous Thai- 
Burma Railway, also known as the Death Railway. 
According to the Japanese-language-only descrip- 
tion written on the plaque, the Japanese engineers 
succeeded where the British Army had failed, by 


building 415 kilometres of railroad in record 
time in spite of the rugged terrain and the extreme 
tropical heat — thanks to the 180,000 Asian 
civilian labourers and 60,000 Allied prisoners of 
war (POWs) who were forced to work on the 
project. However the description fails to mention 
that around 90,000 those Asians and 12,399 of 
the Allied POWs died in the process due to mal- 
treatment, sickness and starvation. On the other 
hand, the translated portion of the text only 
mentions that in the late 70s members of the Ja- 
panese railroad squadron — those hopeless ro- 
mantics — contributed funds and bought the lo- 
comotive back before donating it to the museum. 


The second floor is also the best vantage point 
from which to have a look at other large exhibits 
that are displayed downstairs, among them are: 
a bomber plane, a tank and ~ my absolute 
favourite —a Kaiten torpedo. Developed towards 
the end of WWII and modelled on the Italian 
maiali (manned torpedoes), the Kaiten stood 
our because of one unique feature: the pilot was 
locked inside and could not escape, For some 
reason, the Japanese have always been fond of 
suicide missions, as demonstrated not only by 
these torpedoes and the even more famous ka- 
mikaze planes, but also by the Shin'yo suicide 
boats and the Fukuryu suicide divers (often 


Placed between two cannons, the famous Kaiten manned torpedo. 


Next to the guns, the museum shop sells stickers, 
postcards and candy boxes, all of them sporting 
Japanese Navy flags. Among the books on sale 
there are two by former Taiwanese President Lee 
Teng-hui, another of Japan's excellent foreign 
friends, who in the past has often defended 
Tokyo's foreign policy. 

(On the second floor, the usual array of weapons, 
uniforms and flags is on display, but the real treat 
is a documentary which glorifies the Imperial 
Army's war-time exploits as simple acts of self- 
defence. Ironically, itis titled “Watashitachi ha 
wasurenai” (We Don't Forget), even though, 
once again, they have chosen not to include all 
those events that stand in the way of their natio- 
nalistic ideology. 


referred to as human mines). One cannot but 
despair of all those young lives sacrificed to a lost 
cause. 

As if to emphasize this sense of wastefulness, 
the last few rooms display thousands of photo 
portraits of dead Japanese soldiers, whose spirits 
are now preserved in the shrine, In 1985 in- 
cumbent Prime Minister Nakasone Yasuhiro 
stated that places like Yasukuni and the Yushukan 
were necessary to inspire patriotic feelings in 
the Japanese people and convey the message 
that dying for one’s country was an act worthy 
of national honour. “Otherwise,” he added, 
“who is going to give their life for the country?”. 
Lec us hope future generations will not fall i 
this trap again. JEAN DeRoME 


o 
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COMMITMENT Never forget 


Since 2006, the Chukiren Peace 
Memorial Hall has been fighting to 


present the truth about the war. 


tractive, glossy, rose-tinted version of Japanese 

history, its direct opposite can be found about 
30 kilometres north of Tokyo, in Saitama Pre- 
fecture. After getting offat the tiny Tsurugashima 
Station, we hail a taxi and direct the clueless 
driver to a one-storey building lost among an 
endless sea of fields. Inside we find books everyw- 
here — some of them neatly arranged on shelves, 
many more inside the many cardboard boxes 
piled up in each room and even the corridor — 
and the three people who guard these precious 
documents for which the place is known. Welcome 
to the Chukiren Peace Memorial Hall, a resource 
centre devoted to teaching the truth about Japan's 
war-time atrocities. Founded in 2006 by the As- 
sociation of Returnees from China, it houses 
many important documents including almost 


| f the Yushukan Museum represents the at- 


HW 
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‘Many files documenting the reality of the conflict. 


200 memoranda in which war veterans tell of all 
the grisly things they have done and seen while 
posted in China. Today Serisawa Nobuo and 
Miyamoto Naoko — the only two regular members 
of staff — welcome us, together with Keio Uni- 
versity’s Emeritus Professor and Chukiren Chief 
Director, Matsumura Takao. 


You have to admit this place is rather off the 
beaten track. 
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Serisawa Nobuo : When it started, former chair- 
man Niki Fumiko used to live next door, so she 
chose the place partly out of personal convenience. 
Also, we can't afford Tokyo's high prices. Even 
after becoming an NPO, we haven't accepted 
the government's admittedly paltry financial aid. 
We want to preserve our independence, so we 
only manage to exist through membership fees, 
our fund-raising campaigns, and the help of about 
20 volunteers. 

Of course, for many people trekking all the way 
to this place is rather inconvenient, but we are 
nota common public library. Most of out visitors 
are scholars and journalists who need to consult 
our documents and books for their research. That 
said, everybody is welcome here. 


The other day when I mailed you to arrange 
the interview, you seemed to be worried we 
might be right-wingers... 

SeausawA Nobuo: Yes, that’s true. The Association 
and this place have attracted many attacks from 


willy a wl ii li 


= Py 


Matsumura Takao manages the centre. 


ultra-conservative groups. I remember when [no- 
toriously nationalist] Sapio magazine once wrote 
a four-page article portraying us as a bastion of 
anti-Japanese sentiment. If right-wingers catch 
even a small factual mistake on our part they 
blow it out ofall proportion, so we must be very 
careful. 


While Chukiren’s mission is to present the 
truth about WWII, many conservatives — led 


by the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) 
~ persist in denying the facts despite all the 
proof and testimonies now available, What do 
you think of the ongoing textbook controversy? 
Matsumura Takao: The origins ofthis problem 
date back to the mid ‘50s when the Ministry of 
Education rejected several social studies textbook 
manuscripts. Arguably, the most famous victim 
of such a policy was respected historian Tenaga 
Saburo, who fought a long battle with the Ministry 
and even sued it in 1965 in what is considered, to 
this day, the most famous challenge to textbook 
censorship. Then in 1996, a group of nationalists 
founded the Japanese Society for History Textbook 
Reform with the aim of fighting what they consi- 
dereda “masochistic view of history’, and injecting 
sense of pride in Japan’s past. In order to achieve 
their goal they have published their own textbooks 
that, of course, present a biased, one-sided view 
of many past events, The problem with textbook 
selection is that Japan is the only “democratic” 
country where the Ministry of Es 

right co impose its textbook choices on schools 
nationwide, Three years ago, for example, a few 
towns in Okinawa rejected this prejudiced way 
of presenting history, and independently adopted 
a different textbook, only for the Ministry to de- 
mand “corrective action” against their act of re- 


belli 


lucation has the 


Are you worried by how things have evolved in 
the last few years? 

Matsumura Takao: Of course I am. This is a 
clear attempt on the part of the LDP-led govern- 
ment to hide what really happened between Japan 
and its Asian neighbours before and during the 
war. On top of that, the government's attack on 
civil liberties has lately increased in pace, most 
notably with the recent enacting of the State 
Secrets Law and the attempt to reinterpret the 
Constitution in a nationalistic, militaristic way. 


Why is this law so dangerous? 
Matsumura Takao: In 1923, two years after 
the Great Kanto Earthquake destroyed Tokyo, 
the government promulgated the Peace Preservation 
Act. Now, three years after the 1 1th of March di- 
sasters, the government has come up with this 
law. Ie seems that after a big calamity and the 
ensuing crisis, confusion and social turmoil, the 
authorities feel the need to take control of the si- 
tuation in order to stifle any criticism of the 
political elite. This time, of course, the nuclear 
plants are the biggest problem, and Mr Abe doesn't 
like the growing popular rejection of nuclear 
energy. So the LDP’s goal is to crush the opposition. 
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From left to right: Miyamoto Naoko and Serisawa Nobuo, the only two full-time employees at Chukiren’s Peace Memorial 


It's true that many other countries have similar 
laws to protect national security and classified 
information, but these papers are routinely 
withheld for 30 years, whereas in Japan they can 
be withheld for up to 60 years, sometimes 
r, That's just incredible! Even the United 
States has expressed concern, 


lorg 


nd that’s really 
saying something! Only in Japan can you find 
such an unfair law. Unfortunately, thisis nothing 


new. Indeed, this is a country where embarrassing 


documents n 
yea 
cuments related to the infamous Unit 731. All 
along, the Ministry of Defence has said it can't 
find them. This is despite that fact that in 1986 
the American authorities stated in a public hearing 
that they had returned them to the Jap: 
vernment at the end of the ‘50s, There 
November, I was forced to sue the state. Now, 
under the present law, even requesting a certain 
document can be punished with a 10-year jail 
sentence, In such conditions everybody — jour- 
nalists, scholars, etc. end up censoring their own 


wgically disappear. For the last four 


for instance, I've tried to obtain some do- 


jese go- 


re, last 


work out of fear, Freedom of speech is in danger. 
That's why many municipalities are opposing 
the law and people around the country are orga- 
nizing public assemblies to discuss the matter. 


Mr Abe's foreign policy has been criticized by 
.Itdoesn’t bode well for Japan's 
international standing. 


several count 


Matsumura Takao: It's very serious because 
Japan is losing the trust of an increasing number 
of countries. Japanese politicians are against issuing 
apologies, with the courts throwing out each and 


eve 


denial. This lack of trust though, does not extend 
to the people. I can testify that Japanese and 
Chinese people enjoy a friendly relationship. We 
ac Chukin 

anges and even last July a Chinese delegation 
visited us. This is very important because in such 
conditions the authorities can’t persuade the po- 
pulation to go to war. It's only the government 
that keeps antagonizing our neighbours and the 
media are doing nothing to stop it. 


in other words it's a general state of 


lar, have always had many 


Speaking of the media, recently NHK’s Chair- 
man Momii Katsuto and board member Hyakuta 
Naoki have publicly stated that wartime sex 
slaves didn't exist and that the Nanking Massacre 
had been exaggerated 

Sertsawa Nobuo: [e's a real shame. Journalists 
are supposed to be the government's watchdog, 
so why aren't they doing their job? 
Matsumura Takao: The sad reality is that jour- 
nalism in Japan is hopeless. There are, of course, 
people inside of NHK who oppose Momii's o 
nions but there's nothing they can do. Whenever 
a journalist tries to do his job he is transferred to 
a faraway place where he can do no harm. It's 


really a deplorable situation. Particularly in the 


aftermath of The 2011 disasters, NHK’s approach 


anchor-man urged everybody to accept the tax 
hike because, “this money is going to be used for 
Nor only is this a lie, but this pa- 
tronizing style does not belong on NHK. Unfor- 
tunately, it's not only NHK. All major papers — 


social securi 


the Mainichi, now even the Asahi 
ly the Tokyo 


the Yomiu 


~ have changed for the worse; on 
Shimbun is doing its job properly. 


What are your thoughts on the current state of 
politics in Japan? 

Serisawa Nobuo: It’s a very serious situation, 
About a year and a half ago, I toured several Eu- 
ropean cities where I spoke about The political, 
economic and social consequences of the 2011 
disasters. I had the chance to meet many people, 
and nobody understood why the government 
was trying to revive the nuclear programme, 
even though 70-80% of the Japanese people 
opposed nuclear energy. That's when I realized 
that Japan's constitution and the separation of 
powers notwithstanding, this is not a democratic 
country. Or to pur it differently, things haven't 
really changed since the pre-war period. That's 
why itis important to continue protesting and 
to oppose this increasingly authoritarian go- 
vernment. 


Interview ey J. D. 
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MEETING A point of view from America 


Tony Marano, alias Texas Daddy, has 
been defending radical theories for 
several years. 


he debate about Japan's wartime history 
I (particularly the more thorny issues, like 
the Nanking Massacre and the use of both 

sex slaves and slave labour) has carried on for 
years now, pitting politicians, activists and 
academics on both sides of the ideological divide 
another. While most non-Japanese 
with the officially recognized version of the 
facts, a few of them have come to the defence of 


inst on 


the so-called revisionist front, generally comprised 


of conserva 


ve and far-right politicians. One of 


it until I started to hear from people in Japan, 
some of whom taught me a lor about Japan's past 
and present. Then a Japanese lady livingin Wash- 
ington DC asked me if I wanted to go to Ja 
and speak at some conferences organized by conser- 
groups, which eventually I did in 2011. At 
the same time I made friends online with Shun 


an 


vatis 


Ferguson (real name Fujiki Shunichi). He is the 
same guy who posts subtitled versions of my videos 
in Japan through the Texas Oyaji Nihon Jimukyoku 
(Texas Daddy Japan Office). I get about 1,000 
views on my Propaganda Buster channel but he 
gets 30-40,000 views on the Japanese channel. Also, 


all the requests for me to write articles or columns 


for Japanese publications go through him. 


The Zero fighter, pride of the Imperial Airforce, at the Yushikan museum. 


them is Tony Marano (or Texas Daddy, as he is 
y called by his Japanese fans) a 65- 
year-old gentleman who, since reti 


affectionate 


g in 2006, 
has become a sort of video activist commenting 
on the bias he perceives in the news media. In the 
beginning the unapologetically conservati 
(his hero is Ronald Reagan) mostly! 
to American politics, bur since 2008 he has focused 
more and more on Japan. Zoom Japan had a 
chance to talk to him about his newfound love for 
Japan. 


e Marano 


mited himself 


Please tell me how you became involved. 
Tony Marano: It was quite by accident. In 20081 
read an article in the Dallas Morning News about 


Sea Shepherd and the Japanese whaling industry. I 
posted a few videos criticizing them for harassing 
Japanese whalers. Someone began translating and 
showing chem in Japan, but I knew nothing about 
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One of your contactsin Japan is Fujita Hiroyuki, 
atranslator and editorial writer for the nationalist 
Kokumin Shinbun. 

T. M.: Yes, he isa very fine gentleman who speaks 
very good English and does a lot of translating, 
el 
did in Tokyo and has helped us out every time 
since then. He took me on a tour of the war mu- 


He was my interpreter at the first conferen 


seum on the ground of Yasukuni Shrine and 
even introduced me to the head Shinto priest, 
because he is a good friend of his. I m 
people when I come to Japan. I don’t question 
their background but they are not nationalists 
because, you know, nationalists don't like foreigners, 
and these people are very friendly and very warm 
towards me. What I have in common with these 
people is that we are patriots and conservatives, 
and we appreciate the good relationship between 


a lot of 


our two countries. 


Have you ever questioned the reason why these 
groups have asked you to help them with these 
issues? 

T. M.: only know that I was amazed by the cor 
respondence I was getting from so many people 
Jl-mannered and humble they 
were. The same thing happened when I wrote the 
book for Asuka Shinsha [a Japanese publishes 
Dealing with these people intensified my respect 


and how polit. 


for Japan. Iris reminiscent ofthe culture I grew up 
with in the 1950s in Brooklyn that was based on 
honesty and respect. In the US now all that is 
gone. I hate to say this but it’s basically turned into 
a garbage 


tion. And I think most foreigners who 
live in Japan love it for these qualities. L really 
don’t understand those people who criticize the 
country and keep living there, If you don’t like it, 
why don't you lea 


You recently obtained a copy ofa 1944 US Army 
report which describes a group of so-called “com- 
fort women" who were attached to the Japane: 


army in Burma as prostitutes. I read it online 
and I found it interesting for its somew 
zophrenic nature, On one hand it says they lived 
well, had plenty of money and “amused themselves 
by participating in sports events with both officers 
and men”. In another paragraph however, 
that “Early in May of 1942 Japanese agents 
arrived in Korea for the purpose of enlisting Ko- 
.) The nature 
ed but it wa 
sumed to be work connected with visiting the 


ays 


rean girls for “comfort service” 


of this “service” was not speci 


and 


wounded in hospitals, rolling up banda, 


generally making the soldiers hapı 


cement used by these agents was plenty of money, 
an opportunity to pay off family debts, easy work 
and the prospect of a new lit 
gapore. On the basis ofthese false representations 


new land, Sin- 


many girls enlisted for overseas duty. What do 
you think about it? 

T. M.: I don't remember that part, I should read 
it again, But the ming 
200,000 women were forced into sexual slavery. 
My question is: whe 
this was happe 


ict is the Koreans are cl: 


were the Korean men when 
2 If a comparable number of 
American women were forced into sexual slavery, 
I'm sure the men would do something, So I ha 
to question the part about being forced. Also, 


this really happened, why were so many men 
joining the Japanese Imperial Army? Even future 
President Park joined the army. Does it make 


sense to you? Now, was it 100% volunteer service? 


I'm sure not. I'm sure there was some kind of de- 
ception. But you know, you can find many cases 
in history when an army has kept comfort women 


ire Sout ot Zoom Japan 


stations so the soldiers wouldn't go around 
raping women. Even the American Army 
had stations throughout the South Pa- 
cific. 


Regarding thousands of Koreans 
(and Taiwanese) “joining” the Ja- 
panese Army, [wonder how many 
of them were actually volunteers. 
Forexample,a group of Taiwanese 
who are against their dead being wor- 
shipped at Yasukuni Shrine have stated: 
“Our compatriots were rounded up and 
sentto their deaths, and have not received com- 
pensation,” and “My father was drafted into the 
auxiliary corps and never returned. He held a 
grudge for being semi-forcibly taken away”. 

Td like to know what your opinion is about all 
the testimonies from both women who claim 
to have been forced into sex slavery and Japanese 
war veterans who have done or witnessed such 
acts, 

i 


Well, I know of many soldiers who have 
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testified to the contrary; soldiers 
who have used the comfort 
women and said they 
were not forced into 
it Asforthe women, 
do you remember 
what happened in 
France with the wo- 
men collaborators 
when the war was 
over? Doyou remember 
how they were treated? 
Now, I'm not saying it is the 
case here, but if I had been a comfort 

woman I would say, hey, I was forced into it! 


Well, if we follow your logic, even the Japanese 
soldiers who said those women were not forced 
into sexnal slavery could have been motivated 
by the same reasons. But what do you think of 
the Japanese government apologizing for its past 
actions and paying reparations for a number of 
war crimes, including the comfort women issue? 


Would you do that if you hadn't really done 
anything? 
T. M.: Well, in 1965 Japan signed a treaty with 
Korea to put a whole bunch of issues to bed. This 
treaty said that there would be no future claims. 
Some of the money was meant to pay comfort 
women but President Park kepr all the money to 
help the country’s postwar development and didn't 
pass it on to those women. So Japan shouldn't be 
held responsible for what the Korean government 
did, But the Koreans kept asking for some official 
apology so in 1993 Japan did it. It was like saying, 
“Okay we apologize. Now please shut up!” But 
let's just say this: Let's suppose it really did happen 
and the Japanese Army was complicit in forcing 
those 200,000 women into sexual slavery. It hap- 
pened 70 years ago! When are we going to put the 
issue to bed? This is Japan-bashing plain and 
simple, and it’s happening in America, too, with 
these comfort women statues that Korean Americans 
are trying to erect throughout the country because 
they don't like Japan, 

Interview By J. D. 


Focus A few useful things to know 


Politicians are increasingly tempted to 
play with history. A game that could 
prove dangerous, 


sometimes hard 


and revisionism in Japan, 

to tell the truth from ideological propaganda. 
Therefore, in order to make things clear, Zoom 
Japan paid a visit to Nakano Koichi, Professor of 
Political Scienceat Sophia University and Director 
of the Institute of Global Concern. 


I n the ongoing debate on historical memory 


When people discuss Japanese nationalism they 
often talkabout the so-called Yasukuni Doctrine 
whose name comes from Yasukuni Shrine in 
Tokyo. This is not an ordinary shrine, is it? 
Nakano Koichi: Yes, indeed. It's not even part 
of that brand of state Shintoism that prevailed in 
the pre-war period. It was built by the Meiji go- 
vernment, and originally it was jointly run by the 
Army and Navy Ministries, but it’s not a secular 
memorial either. It's just a very peculiar military 
shrine with a very specific view of history. 


So what does the Yasukuni Doctrine say exactly? 
N. K.: It says that all the wars Imperial Japan has 
fought in modern times were wars of self-defence. 
Therefore the people who died while fighting for 
the country’s peace and safety — not only the 
soldiers, but even the nurses, etc., who were killed 
in these wars — should be commemorated and 
treated as deities. Also, the logical conclusion is 


thar those conflicts are never treated as wars of ag- 
gression. 


What do you think of the visits to Yasukuni 
Shrine by the Prime Minister and other politicians, 
from the perspective of the constitutional issue 
of the separation of religion and the state? 

N. K.: As I said, during the pre-war period the 
shrine was sponsored by the state and was part of 
the stare. During the American occupation it was 


A Japanese soldier's eye-witness account of war 
crimes, Chukiren’s Peace Memorial. 


only able to survive by becoming a religious orga- 
nization and not part of the state machinery, on 
the same level as [Buddhist movement] Soka 
Gakkai or even Aum Shinrikyo were at a certain 
time. In reality that is not quite the case. Even in 
the post-war period the Ministry of Health and 
Welfare continued to supply alist of war dead to 
the shrine, So the separation is not as clear as it 
should be. The main problem is the idea of the 
prime minister visiting Yasukuni in his official 
capacity. As long as he, or any other politician, 
does it privately it’s okay, but when it becomes an 
offical duty, then there is a constitutional problem. 
This incongruity began to be highlighted in the 
mid-70s. Some politicians played with words in 
order to make it look okay, but in the end the 
court system is very clear in stating that using 
public funds or even public cars to visit the shrine 
is not allowed. Therefore the constitutional issue 


is more or less settled. Having said this, there isa 
good deal of hypocrisy on the part of people like 
Prime Minister Abe Shinzo (or former Premier 
Koizumi Junichiro in the early 2000s) insisting 
on going to Yasukuni just because they head the 
government. Koizumi was a very good case in 
point because there is no record to show that he 
ever visited the shrine before or after he was prime 
minister. So for him, going in that capacity was 
very important. 


‘What do you think of this issue from the pers- 
pective of responsibility for the war? 
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N 
shrinement of 14 Class-A war criminals in 1978, 


This, of course, has a lot to do with the en- 


which is something the conservatives had long 


wanted to do because they consider them to be 


victims of war, and don’t recognize the 1946 
Tokyo Trials verdict. In fact, even though the 
actual fighting had stopped, the war at that time 
was not formally over, so they are treated like the 
soldiers who died on the front lines, Now, Emperor 
Hirohito clearly understood that the Class-A war 
criminals were considered responsible for the war. 


Even Yasukuni’s head priest in the early post-war 
period shared his opinion, and continued to 
decline the conservatives’ requests. That's why 


the enshrinement occurred only after he died. 


Japanese politicians often state that they only 
want to honour all the people who gave their 
to build a better country. Don’t you think 
there is a 


nd of logic in the proposition that 


apan of today’ is only possible thanks to 
the war dead enshrined at Yasukuni? 
N. K.: It’s twisted logi 


prehensible, but somehow 


and frankly, it's incom- 


a popular argument 
that keeps being repeated by the conservatives 
Actually, it makes perfect sense according to the 


Yasukuni Doctrine because, as I 


doctrine all wars fought by Jag 


wars of self-defence. So today we have peace be 


cause they fought and died for the country 


in WWII the Jay 


aggressively pushed ahead as furas Nepal, Indonesia 


Never mind tha 


and Hawaii. Of course the conservatives see only 


what they want to see 


Do you think the government will ever establish 
an alternative secular memorial to Yasukuni? 


N. K.: This debate has bee 


even before Yasukuni became so contro- 


going on for a long 
tim 


versial. When the Chidorigafuchi National Ce- 


metery was built, the shrine resisted and objected 


very strongly because they knew it would be a 
rival site. That's why the memorial is still very 
small and underfunded, So I think it would be 
very difficult to do what you asked because, for 
the conservative factions, that would be an unac 
ceptable way to commemorate the war dead. 
That's also why only two months after U.S. Se 
retary of State John Kerry and Defence Secretary 
Chuck Hagel laid flowers at Chidorigafuch 
Abe went to Yasukuni, ignoring the clear mes: 
sent by the American leaders. 


Many people, both in Japan and abroad, criticize 
the version of Japanese history presented at 
the Yushukan (military and war museum). 
What are your feelings about this place? 

N. 
Maybe it carried some weight in the late 1800s 
when Japan was under threat from the Western 
colonial powers, justas China was, but it doesn't 


: It’s completely outdated in its worldview. 
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Nakano Koichi in his office at Sophia University in Tokyo. 


in anything that happened afterwards when 


exp 
Japan itself became a colonizing country 


I'd like to know your thoughts on the govern- 
ment’s efforts to change education and parti- 
cularly the way history is taught in Japan. I 
think Mr Abe has already revised the Funda- 
mental Law of Education, hasn't he? 

N. K.: Yes, that was Abe's first Cabi 
7. Wel 
adopted in the early post-war period during the 


in 2006. 
mental Law of Education was 


the Fund 


American occupation, around the same time the 
new constitution was adopted. It is very idealistic 
and in complete contrast with the former Imperial 
Rescript on Education that was issued in 1890. 
Ic is all about respecting the humanity of each 
student. The conservatives have always resented 
the fact that the Imperial Rescript — which 
praised piety, sacrifice and all the moral virtues 
of pre 
They particularly resented the emphasis on in- 


rar Japan — was cast aside and discarded. 


dividualism, arguing it was destroying the moral 


fibre of the nation and making people selfish. In 
2006 Abe amended the law asserting “love of 


the nation” as the new goal of education, 


Speaking of revisionism, while preparing this 
y I had a look at Wikipe 
nese-language pages on the Nanking M: 
and the comfort wom 


intervie 


sue and it se 


me they were written from a revisionist pers- 
pective, which of course would be very trou- 
bling. 

N. K.: Cyberspace in Ja ated by the 
right (ie. the so-called “net uyoku"), so I bel 
that the Wikipedia pages are also often sites of 
propaganda and contested facts, Needless to say, 
those pages are not written by single authors, so 
the substance is usually quite mixed, and those 


an is domi 


on the Nanking Massacre and comfort women 
contain many references to the revisionist claims 
— though, at the same time, some key references 
to reliable mainstream research can also be found. 

Interview ay J. D. 


HUDEBRAND ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
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EXHIBITION Na 


The exhibition In 
Reticulated Time will be 
running until the 14th of 
June 2014 at Kashya 
Hildebrand, London. 
Japanese artist Nakanishi 
Nobuhiro presents works 
from his iconic Layer 
Drawing and Stripe 
Drawing series that 
explore both the inspiring 
effects of nature and our 
perception of it. 
Nakanishi seeks to reveal 
raw beauty within 
everyday life by creating 
sculptural works that 
capture and preserve 
fleeting moments from 
the natural world. He 
slows down time and 
suspends moments to 
render tangible what is 


Layer Drawing — Light of the Forest, mixed media sculpture, 2012 


often left unseen. The 
artist also focuses on 
recreating the associated 
tactile sensations related 
to these moments. As 
such, you will feel 
sunlight on your skin or 
the sensation of mist 
wafting around trees 


CULTURE © 


T HIS MONTH'S EVENT 


ovo Big-hearted 
Exorcist 


First published in Japan in 2009, Blue Exorcist, the 
manga series written and ilustrated by Kato Kazue, 
Was adapted into a 25-episode animation just two 
years later. The popularity of the story about young 
exorcists fighting against demons from another 
‘orld, led to its rebirth as this animation directed 
by Takahashi Atsushi (his ist feature fim) released 
late in 2012 in Japanese cinemas. 

In order to get the most from the fiim, we advise 
you to have read the manga first, or to atleast have 
seen the first episodes of the animated series, to bet- 
ter understand how the story s organized. The plot 
ofthe films a stand alone story in its own right but 


while watching an early 
morning sunrise through 
a misty forest. 

Monday to Friday 11am — 
6pm, Saturday 12 — 6pm. 
Kashya Hildebrand, 22 
Eastcastle Street, London WIW 


Free 


fits in to the continuity of the series. 


8DE 


Tel. 020 3588 1195 


Okumura Rin, a young exorcist in the making, 
encounters Usamaro, alittle demon, after the tur- 
bulent exorcism of a ghost train. He ends up deve- 
loping an attachment to the demon who, though 
he does not look up to much, nevertheless poses 
danger to all at the True Cross Academy. The story 
is enhanced with many secondary characters and 
beautiful settings (the festival that takes places near 
the True Cross Academy is wonderfully colourful 
ina magical setting), The tale is meticulously writ- 
ten and poses an ambiguous yet essential question: 
must a demon, whatever its nature, inevitably be 
considered dangerous? There are a few weaknesses 
tobe noted, such a shortage of outstanding action 
scenes, or a lack of detail in the characters’ faces, 
but the series’ easy-going humour succeeds in crea- 
ting appealing main characters. 

Allin all, Blue Exorcist is a film that will delight fans 
cf Rin and his friends, with good quality visuals and 
writing that are convincing enough to do justice 
to the original material Opara Namnet 


Blue Exorcist: The Movie, by Takahashi Atsushi, 
Manga Entertainment, DVD £1 2.50 Blu-Ray 
£21.50. To be released on the 26th of May. 


YloK OYJA 


i Japonés Ba:(r) 


YoKOYA Japonés Ba:(r) 


9A Delancey St Camden Town NW: 7NL 
020 7388 8597 

Open 7 Days Mon-Thu 6pm-11:30pm 
6pm-Zam / Sun 6pm-1opm 


www.yokoya.co.uk 
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CINEMA When Miike Takashi goes wild 


Japan's most out-there film maker 
makes a come back with a feature that 
recalls his earlier works. 


Takashi's new film "Lesson of the Evil” him 
at his best orat his worst? Witha filmography 
that is as varied in quality as it is prolific, the 
Japanese film ma 
over the last few years, directing series of remakes 
in a more traditional way (13 Assassins, Hara- 
Kiri: Death of a Samurai). This change was so 
stark that one would be inclined to believe he was 
trying to gain some sort of recognition from a 
more mainstream audience. The pace at which 
Miike makes films was long one of his trademarks, 
but he has slowed down considerably since 2008, 
producing a more reasonable 2 films per year. 
With Lesson of the Evil, however, it's back to the 
ferocity of Early Miike, all guns blazing, Lesson of 
the Evil force-feeds us with nightmarish images, 
capitalizing in a disturbing manner on the disquieting 
confusion between pure horror and freaky play- 
fulness, What is does not do is deli 
ideas discernible above the prevailing chaos. Miik 
becomes the victim of his own extreme aesthetics 
Yer thei setting 
up a climate of repressed violence and indifferent 
cruelty, which reminds us of Nakashima 
in his excellent Confessions. For a while, we redis- 
cover with pleasure Mi 
cerebral and methodical, as wich his earlier film 


l fone hopes for controversial cinema, is Miike 


r seemed to have mellowed 


er coherent 


Audition. The opening scene, in this sense, is a 
he film maker proves that he has 
control with a scene that still manages 
to chill us to the bone. But this kind of controlled 
sadism, truly terrifying, is swept away in the third 


DREFERENCE 


LESSON OF EVIL, by Mme Takashi. 129 mn. Third 
Window Films. To be released on DVD in September. 


extravagant act, which borders on obscenity, when 
the film maker finally loses it by trying too hard to 
please his audience. After having calmly laid out 
all his cards then created a lethal tension, Miike 
brings his film to a climax with a sordid torture 
scene and at this point decides to up the stakes to 
follow his morbid inspiration and go over the top. 
From this point on the violence becomes mere 
spectacle and truly amoral. Fully aware of the 
rupture in tone halfway through the mov 
decides to film a final massacre in a carnival 


that seems to come out of the blue, craftily creating 
a sense of detachment. It serves the purpose of in- 
tellectually legitimating the outrageousness of 
what's about to happen but this single glimpse 
does not help us forget that this scene seems to last 
forever without it being really justified. Bringing 
together such drastically opposed genres, Miike 
certainly demonstrates his well-known audacity. 
However, the film stumbles over i 


own over- 
the-top performance: overpowering, depraved, de- 
cadent and culpable at the level ofits own logic of 
a fatal judgement of error that, in the end, under- 


minesthe relevance ofits intention. A threatening 
“to be continued” shown as a final warning tries to 
support the film makers’ thesis thar the violence 
the audience has witnessed is inexhaustible. 

Bur ir’s too little, too late. Miike might be aware 
that he has reduced the intolerable to the level ofa 
simple game, as one of the survivors of the film 
said almost word for word as she left the cinema. 
Miike fails to demonstrate the right arguments to 
justify the perversity of the scenes he has dev 
So much so, that it is impossible to tell if w 
witnessed an abusive but beautiful performance 
or just been part of a crude profit making exercise. 
In this sense, Lesson of the Evil isa most disturbing 
film for several good reasons; as well as for a vast 


number of bad ones. The movie is overblown 
and schizophrenic, gloriously deranged and ends 
up falling apart at the seams due to its own un- 
sustainable contradictions and accumulated ex- 
cessess. That's why, though some may not like it, 
this film is one of Miike’s most interesting for a 
while - just not necessarily one of his best. 
ODAIRA NAMIHEL 
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MANGA Taniguchi at his best 


The author of A Distant 
Neighbourhood gives adventure a try 
with his new masterpicce. 


tempt the first ascension of Mount Everest. 
Odell, a geologist, is part of the expedition 
but he i 


l n 1924 two mountaineers, Mallory and Irvine, 


't chosen for the difficult ascent. He is 


the last one to see the two mountaineers before 
they disappear. In 1993 Fukamachi,a photographer, 
is in Kathmandu after accompar 
mpt to climb Mount Everest 
has failed. When nosing around in some shops, he 


ing a Japanese 


expedition whose 


comes across an old 


broken camera that 
willlead him to Habu 
Joji, aJapanese cham 
pion climber who di- 
sappeared several 
years previously 

The Summit of the 
Gods is a 5 volume 
manga that was pre: 
published by Business 
Jump, and is based 
on Yumemakura Baku’s novel. The novelist appa: 
rently hoped that if there were to be an adaptation 


of his novel as an 


nga, it would be by Taniguchi 


Jiro. The Summit of the Gods is an opportunity 
to discover his particular way of describing moun 
taineering, a topic rarely ever tackled by manga in 
English. It is part ofa new new collection of m: 


launched by ning to interest a completely 
new audience, lovers of action shonen. 
As usual, Taniguchi’s drawing reveals “huge” cha. 


racters, whether its their physique or their bearing, 


their posture or their attitude, The style is often 


REFERENCE 


st GODS by Taniguchi Jiro & 
Yumemakura Baku, published by Fanfare. £14.99, 


described as solid and it perfectly suits the story in 
which a key role is played by the mountains them- 
selves. Their strength is expressed in deceptively 
calm and contemplative scenes at times when 
drama and tragedy are waiting at the tip of an ice 


axe, when the characters need to demonstrate 


enough stature to make their battle for survival 
against the natural elements believable. The detailing 
is fine and precise, whether in the astonishingly 
ces, the climbing gear and landscapes, 
a and its imperious beauty. The 


expre 
or the moui 
mighty pea 
burall the while lacks pity, conscience or judgment, 


allowing no-one to cheat or lie. 


xpresses a quiet power and poetry, 


Taniguchi’s intimate style is present in the gradual 
unveiling of Habu Joji’s character, a force of nature 
that could clic anyone's admiration for his fighting 
spirit and self sacrifice, as wel as his gift for climbing, 
ifhe didn’t have another hateful side to his chs 
ter. His flaws make him fascinating; behind the 


mask ofa hot tempered man who behaves cruelly 


and doesn’t spare those around him, he reveals a 
disarming and unconscious innocence, someone 


who is demanding 


nd independent minded in a 


context wi 


ere everything is based on trust and his 
ability to solve a problem. He will not concede or 
compromise and refuses, sometimes childishly, to 
give in when he has made up his mind, ready to do 
anything to attain his goal. He is a man who lives 
only for the mountains, however harsh they may 
be, without knowing whether he loves or hates 
the 


Fears or respects them, a man who sees his 
life only sa succession of challenges to be completed 
as quickly as possible, however difficult 

ible or unbeatable; 
5, which is difficult for 


However, he ìs far from being inf 


he can make tragic mistak 


nan who refuses to ever re-assess his decisions 


d who gains strength from his own self-confidence. 
A complex and fascinating character, revealed layer 
by layer, through the masterful exposition of Ta- 


GABRIEL BERNARD 


niguchi. 
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WEAN & DRINKING 


REVEW Matcha is 100% natural 


Considering it as a sort of superhero 
amongst teas, Louise Cheadle gives usa 
lesson about this wonderful green powder. 
M green tea leaves which have been 
carefully ground down to form a 
fine powder. It has been drunk in Japan as part 
of the tea ceremony for almost 900 years, and is 
used by Buddhist monks to keep them alert, 
awake and focused during long days of meditation. 
Until recently, virtually all marcha has been 
consumed within Japan, where it's particularly 
popular among students who are cramming for 
exams. But it's now gaining popularity in the 
UK, too, and it can be found in cafes, health 
food shops and smoothie bars, We like to think 
of matcha as a sort of superhero amongst teas, 
as it’s super-concentrated and packed full of the 
goodness we need to help keep us looking and 
feeling happy and healthy. The tea leaves are 
grown under cover for the last two weeks of 
cultivation to produce lots of chlorophyll (the 
bright green good stuff). Some types of matcha 
contain the stems and veins, which can dilute 
the nutritional value and leave it tasting bitter. 
Teapigs matcha has had the stems and veins ri- 
gorously removed - they like to stick to their 


guns when it comes to quality and flavour. 
The leaves are then dried and slowly ground 


atcha is 100% natural, organic 


between two granite rocks toa very fine powder. 
This is then packed immediately in a vacuum 
sealed tin, to lock in all the nutrients. 


Teapigs genuine organic matcha comes from 
the renowned Nishio region in Japan, where 
some of the country's highest quality tea leaves 
are grown. Due to its idyllic climate, freshwater 
rivers and fertile soils, this region has been 
known for its tea cultivation ever since 1200s. 
Tr even holds the Guinness World Record for 
the largest simultaneous tea ceremony! 

Matcha is essentially a very concentrated form 
of green tea. The way it's grown and consumed 
means that it's packed full of essential vitamins 
and minerals. Matcha tea bushes are grown 
under shade which dramatically increases the 
chlorophyll content of the leaf- this is the bright 
green stuff which is really good for us, and which 
is particularly rich in antioxidants. 


ÞBIO 

LOUISE CHEADLE Co-founder and tea taster at 
Teapigs, a premium British tea brand which 
specialise in whole leaf bagged tea and premium 
grade matcha from Japan. 

www.teapigs.co.uk 
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When you drink regular green tea, you throw 
away the leaves afterwards which a bit like 
boiling spinach, throwing away the spinach and 
just drinking the water — you'll get some of the 
nutrients, but you're throwing away the best 
bit. Matcha is drunk as a fine powder diffused 
in liquid so you actually ingest the whole leaf, 
consuming every last bit of goodness. 


Health Benefits of Matcha Green Tea 


Antioxidant Blast 
Teapigs matcha contains 137 times the antioxi- 
dants of regular green tea ~ wow! Antioxidant 
capacity can be measured by the ORAC (Oxygen 
Radical Absorbancy Capacity) and this shows 
us the ability of certain foods to protect us from 
nasty free radicals, which cause ageing and general 
damage to our cells. Matcha scores very highly 
on the ORAC table, towering above many of 
our well-known super-foods such as spinach, 
blueberries and goji berries! 


Energising and calming 
Matcha contains two special amino acids called 


theophylline and L-theanine, Like all green tea, 
matcha naturally contains caffeine but, unlike 
coffee, it works together with these two important 
amino acids to give you a sustained energy boost 
which can last 6 hours. By stimulating the pro- 
duction of alpha brain waves, L-theanine helps 
to create a state of mental alertness but keeping 
you relaxed at the same time - no wonder 
Buddhist monks have been drinking matcha for 
centuries. 

Plus a Japanese study in 1999 also found that L- 
theanine can hel 


© Improve learning performance, 

e Promote concentration and 

e Support the immune system. 
The L-theanine content in tea also increases 
with the grade of tea, with high-grade matcha 
(that's our stuff) having the greatest percentage 
of this marvellous amino acid]. 


Healthy skin 
Green tea naturally contains polyphenols, this 
may not mean much to you and us, but the 
clever people at the University of Alabama have 
found that consumption of green tea polyphenols 
can inhibit UV radiation-induced skin damage. 
Tr is well known that UV rays from the sun can 
damage and age skin and even cause skin cancer. 
Their study found that green tea polyphenols 
can be used as an effective agent for the prevention 
of sun induced skin disorders, helping to keep 
your skin looking young and beautiful. Sounds 
good tous! 

Louise CHEADLE 


EATING & DRINKING 


EASY J. ESE HOME COOKING J 


ork Cutlet) 


Tonkatsu (P 


When tonkatsu met curry, ‘pork 
katsu curry! was born. 


dish. There are many hundreds of ; aif I My ra 


specialist restaurants in Japan ded- 


icated to serving nothing but à 020 7404 9665 


a ae [9-15 Leather Lane, London ECIN 7ST 


flour and special japanese bread- | MON-FRI 12:00-14:30(LO) 18:00-22:00(L0) 
crumbs called ‘panko' are carefully 
applied before the meat is deep: 


fried. The coating becomes incred: Japanese Fine Ramen Noodle & Sushi Bar 
ibly crispy while the pork remains ITTENBARI 
juicy and succulent. Loin and fillet 

are typically used for their tender- B Broer Sret Lordan WIF 9B. 


ness, but pork shoulder is also 


A A A OPEN: Mon-Sat 12h-23h San12h-22h 


60g Plain Flour 


PANKO (Breadcrumbs) 


Make tonkatsu sauce by placing al ofthe Coat the chops with flour so they are cov- 
sauce ingredients in a small bowl, then mix eted evenly on both sides, Dip the chops 
well and put aside. Make 4-5 cut marks into beaten egg. 


Heat at least cm ol oil in a frying pan to about A SPARKLING SAKE 
175E- To cheek the oil is hot enough ropa SENSATION 


Coat the chops with breadcrumbs, Press lowering of the temperature, tur 

With the hands to ensure even coatingon i crispy and golden brown, take 

both sides, fences Cut te pork into biesized pieces and serve immediately wih tontatsu sauce 
L Special Class for Dinner Party Sushi 


19th June 2014 18:30 
YABB Recipe by Akemi Yokoyama at Sozai 


2 
3 
g 
3 
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In the midst of all the dominant red, Yokoo Tadanori’s multicolour painting stands out and offers your gaze an escape. 


Discovery Between heaven and earth 


less well-known than Naoshima, 
Teshima in the Inland Sea has many 
surprises in store. 


[F ting Naoshima whenever they can. This 


island situated in the Inland Se the 
symbol of the potential to turn an industrial was- 


or several years now, contemporary art 


lovers travelling to Japan have been visi 


has becon 


teland into a leading artistic centre with help 
from renowned architects and artists working 
for the Benesse Corporation, Naoshima has left 
anonymity behind for 20 odd ye 
arded artistic location. Ando 


s now, to 


become a highly 


Tadao's amazing buildings, including the Chichu 
Museum (Chichu bijutsukan) have contributed 
to putting Naoshima on the map and into in tou 
rist guides. In 2010, the creation of the Setouchi 
Triennial international art festival brought the 
place to the attention of the whole world, so 
much so that foreign visitors now rush to see 
Kusama Yayoi's artwork or Sugimoto Hiroshi's 
restored shinto shrine. Shikoku’s local authorities, 
all 


suc- 


on which the i 
the while regretting the fact that Naoshima 
cess isn’t that closely associated with thei 


land depends, are delighted 


gion. 


They are tryit 
ple that Shikoku has more to offer than just Nao- 


gto correct this by reminding peo- 


shima. Indeed, other less famous islands have 
benefited from the benevolence of Benesse over 
the past few years, one of its principles being “use 
"and in 2010 


a, to continue 


what exists to create what will b 


it became involved with Tesh 


its mission of transforming declining locations 
into dynamic centres full of life (the population 
had dropped from 2,700 souls to a mere 1,000). 
After only three years, it is not an exaggeration 
to say that the little island between Naoshima 
and Shodoshima has burst into colour, specifically 
the same bright colours that graphic designer 
Yokoo Tadanori has used for the house he helped 
renovate and that opened in July 2013. Just two 


papan SING CIOUU|ETOVIder) 


&) 


t Management 


Applicat 


system Integration 


IU Europe Limited 


nos [LJ enone 
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HIDEYOSHI 


 HIDEYOSHMIDEYOSH 


quality Japanese food, 


3-4 Warwick Str 


London W1B 5LS 


n-Fri, 12:00-15:01 23:00 inner) 


12:00-23:0 


(remie Souter or 


steps away from Ieura harbour, the Teshima 
Yokoo House is a gem that rose from the colla- 
boration between the designer and architect 
Nagayama Yuko. Nagayama Yuko has also reno- 
vated another old house facing the harbour. The 
original character of the buildings was respected, 
bur she added elements such as a cylindrical tower 
in which the artist invites visitors to lose them- 
selves in the midst of hundreds of pictures of 
waterfalls. The continual play of colours and 
light on mirrors in this little space offers visitors 


a subtle spatial experience of emptiness. In other 


areas of the house, a strong impression of confi 
nement dominates instead. A good example of 


this is the small, dark artic with a purple pa 


ng 
in which an egg is about to explode. Elsewhere 


in the house the play with light creates oth 


n 
sations in relation to space. Red dominates in 
some parts of the house and from a distance, it 
might give the impression ofan apocalyptic uni 


verse, but that isn’t the case. Yokoo Tadanori 


shows that art is crucial. His multicoloured pi 


tings burst into life thanks to the astonishing use 


of non-filtered light. When you enter the main 


house and 


h the largest room that cont 


three of the artists’ paintings, you walk across a 
glass floor designed by the architect and under 
which runs a little river. If you want to look clo- 
sely at this work, both the serious and humorous, 
characteristic of the designer's style, you need to 
stand on this transparent floor, which gives you 
a sensation that you are floating in space. What 
can one say about the garden and rocks that are 
also painted? Red dominates yet again on a back: 
ground of lighter coloured soil. You get the 
impression that the environment changes with 
every second. The light, the clouds, the sky and 


the wind all contribute in their own way to 


remind one that everything can change in a flash 
on an island such as this and that everything is 
continually renewed. 

This is the philosophy behind the Teshima Art 
Museum, the first art project conceived in Tes 


TRAVEL 


Starting from the entrance, the Teshima Yokoo House leads the visitor through different spatial experiences. 


Lome 


experience Japan 


blipayberience via the Ezoe Method. We are officially 


rageorized by the Ministry of Education. 


am Hie AAR 


Shinjuku Japanese Language Institute 
E frag 978g ae p ENGST 


@ & Summer course in July / August 
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A concrete path over the hill leads to the Teshima Art Museum, with the Inland Sea as the only horizon. 


hima in October 2010. Once again, it is the fruit 
of a collaboration between an architect, Nishi- 
zawa Ryue, and an artist, Naito Rei. Placed at the 
top of Karato Hill, overlooking the Inland Sea, 
the project symbolizes the de 
role to the elements in artistic creation. To this 


ire to give a crucial 


end, the visitor is invited to walk down a concrete 


path whose route encourages you to be aware 


of where you are standing, Wind is ever present, 
as well as water, with the view over the sea to the 
horizon. After a few bends, you come to a strange 
smooth concrete construction that symbolises 
the moment when a drop of water comes into 
contact with a surface. Even from a technical 
point of view the building is impressive. It fits 
perfectly into the landscape, yet it is intriguing. 
Tt is also necessary to put on slippers before ente- 


ring, which makes you even more curious. Yet 


on walking into the empty space dominated by 


PRACTICAL INFORMATION 


TO REACH THE ISLAND from Takamatsu, there 
are four ferry departures a day on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays (7.41 am, 9.02 am, 
10.45 am, 6.05 pm). There are five departures a 
day from Friday to Sunday and on Bank 
Holidays (7.41 am, 9.07 am, 10.45 am, 4.31 pm, 
6.05 pm). The crossing lasts 35 minutes and 
costs 1,300 yen. From Uno, situated South of 
Okayama, there are eight departures a day 
(5.25 am, 6.45 am, 8.35 am, 11.10 am, 1.40 pm, 
3.25 pm, 5.30 pm, and 7.25 pm). The Uno ferry 
is a 40 minutes crossing for 750 yen. 
‘TIMETABLE Installations are open from 10 am to 
7 pm from March to October, and from 10.30 am 
to 4 pm the rest of the year. Closed on Mondays. 


two large openings, through which the elements 
can be seen in full flow, you feel somewhat let 
down. However, this rapidly gives way to wonder. 
Tiny drops of water appear on the ground of the 
huge bubble. They move 
create changing shapes accor 
the light. All ofa sudden, the visitor realises he 
is standing in the middle of a living work of are 
that is changing before his eyes. It is an astoni- 


ross the ground and 


ng to the wind and 


shing and captivating sensation and you could 
spend hours just watching the beads of wate 
m bigger puddles that are able to 
jumble up the existing order. Only in Teshis 
can you take part in such an exper 
time, forget about Naoshima and h 
towards Teshima. 


meet and fc 


a 
nce. So next 
d straight 


Opaira NAMIHEI 


www.jpbooks.co.uk 


Manga Comics 
CD/DVD 


Japanese Books 
& Magazines 


Japanese Gifts 


One of the Largest Stockists of 
zos Japanese Books & Gifts in Europe!! ı 


shop.jpbooks.co.uk 
Japanese Language Resources 


Traveller's note Available Now 


24-25 Denman Street, London W1D 7HU 


Tel +44 (0)20 7839 4839 
Fax +44 (0)20 7287 0903 Email info@jpbooks.co.uk 


‘Open Mon- Sat 10:30-20:00, Sun 11 :00- 18:00 


Piccadilly 
Circus 


www.facebook.com/jpbooks R} 
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rami Soteyat or Zoom pn 


MCM COMIC CON RETURNS 
23-25 MAY 2014 - EXCEL - LONDON 


MCM COMIC CON | 


video Games 


2nd to 30th May / BFI Southbank, London 
whatson bfi,org.uk 


‘16th May to 12th June / BF| Southbank, London & Various 
whatson.bfi,org.uk 


23rd May to 1st June / Various 
www.terracottafestival.com 


7th June / Chapter Arts Centre, Cardiff 
21st June / Aberystwyth Arts Centre, Cardiff 
www.kotatsufestival.com 


27th May / The Brompton Oratory Church Hall, London 
www.ikebana.org.uk 


2nd May to 2nd June / The Minster Gallery, Winchester 
www.minstergallery.com 


20th May to 15th July / Daiwa Foundation Japan 
House, London 
www.dajf.org.uk 


cron 8 wc Uren a 


me for Tara bry 5 
nA Wa 


23rd to 25th May / Excel, London 
www.mcmcomiccon.com/london 


5th & 6th July / London Metropolitan University 
www.londonanimecon.com 


25th to 27th July / Earl's Court, London 
www hyperjapan.co.uk 
1st to 18th May / Various 


www.taiko.co.uk 


29th May / Royal Festival Hall, London 
www killive.com 


Disclaimer Zoom Japan does not accept any responsibilty for events registered in the calendar, 


or far any lass or damage resulting rom these events Events listed are 


ny way run er endorsed by Zoom Japan 


Free Monthly Magazine 


JAPAN 


2nd July / The Underworld, London 
www jame-world.com/uk 


9th July / 02 Academy, Islington, London 
www jame-world.com/uk 


31st May / Cardiff Central Library, Cardiff 
cardiff gov.uk/libraries 


21st June / Spitalfields, London 
www.okinawaday.org.uk 


18th May / artsdepot, London 
wwwartsdepot.co.uk 


11th & 12th May / Brighton 
boxoffice brightonfringe.org/dance 


14th June / Royal Over Seas League, London 
www tankokai.co.uk/bookingform.htm! 
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NHK WORLD TV May Highlights 
SUMO SPIRIT www.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/ 


A Storm from Egypt 


He's a young bruiser from Egypt whose ring name means "Great Sandstorm’. 
Osunaarashi has fought his way to sumo's top division faster than any 
foreign-born wrestler before him, As a Muslim, he has had to overcome cultural 
differences and adapt to the spartan lifestyle of this unique sport 

Tune in to discover how Osunaarashi's passion and perseverance are driving 
his dream of reaching the highest rank of yokozuna. 


NHK WORLD TV is a news/lifestyle channel broadcast from Japan. Sky Guide £ 
Available in the UK on : freesat 
ch507 ch20 


